
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on VIDO-InterVac, visit www.vido.org. 
 

 
Who will regulate InterVac?  

 Funding Partners 2009-2010 

 Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

 Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan Inc. 

 Agriculture and Food Council of Alberta 

 Alberta Agricultural Research Institute 

 Alberta Beef Producers 

 Alberta Chicken Producers 

 Alberta Livestock Meat Agency 

 Alberta Livestock Industry Development Fund 

 Alberta Milk 

 Apogee Technology, Inc. 

 Avaxia Biologics Inc. 

 Canadian Institutes of Health Research 

 Cangene Corporation 

 Cattle Industry Development Fund 

 Beef Cattle Research Council 

 Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

 Bioniche Life Sciences, Inc. 

 Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica Inc. 

 Canadian Bovine Mastitis Research Network 

 Canadian Institutes of Health Research 

 Cangene Corporation 

 Cattle Industry Development Council 

 Cattle Industry Development Fund 

 Fort Dodge Animal Health 

 Genome BC 

 Genome Canada 

 Genome Prairie 

 Government of Alberta Ministry of Advanced Education and Technology 

 Government of British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture and Lands 

 Government of Canada Department of National Defense 

 Government of Manitoba Department of Agriculture 

 Government of Saskatchewan Department of Advanced Education, Employment and Labour 

 Government of Saskatchewan Department of Agriculture  

 Heather Ryan and L. David Dubé Veterinary Health and Research Fund 

 Horton Feedlots, Inc. 

 Kamloops Stockmen’s Association 

 Krembil Foundation 

 Merial  Ltd. 

 National Canadian Research Training Program in Hepatitis C 

 National Institutes of Health 

 National Pork Board 

 

 

http://www.vido.org/
http://www.agr.ca/
http://www.agcouncil.ca/
http://www.agfoodcouncil.com/
http://www.aari.ab.ca/
http://www.albertabeef.org/
http://www.chicken.ab.ca/
http://www.alma.alberta.ca/
http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/
http://www.albertamilk.com/
http://www.apogeemems.com/
http://www.avaxiabiologics.com/
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/
http://www.cangene.com/
http://www.cattlefund.net/
http://www.cattle.ca/learn-about-the-bcrc/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/
http://www.bioniche.com/
http://www.bi-vetmedica.com/
http://www.medvet.umontreal.ca/reseau_mammite/display.php?page=home&lang=en
http://www.cihr-irsc.gc.ca/
http://www.cangene.com/
http://www.cattlefund.net/
http://www.cattlefund.net/
http://www.wyeth.com/divisions/fort_dodge.asp
http://www.genomebc.ca/
http://www.genomecanada.ca/
http://www.genomeprairie.ca/
http://www.advancededucation.gov.ab.ca/
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/
http://www.forces.gc.ca/
http://www.aeel.gov.sk.ca/
http://www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/
http://www.ehrf.usask.ca/
http://www.cattlemen.bc.ca/region_news.htm
http://www.krembilfoundation.ca/
http://www.merial.com/
http://www.ncrtp-hepc.ca/
http://www.nih.gov/
http://www.pork.org/


Containment Level 3 laboratories dealing with human pathogens must be certified by the 
Public Health Agency of Canada’s Office of Laboratory Security. Containment Level 3 labs 
dealing with animal pathogens must be certified by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. As 
InterVac will deal with human and animal diseases, both federal regulators will be involved.  
InterVac’s biosafety officer will report to the U of S Department of Health, Safety and the 
Environment. Once InterVac is operating, the U of S Biosafety program will monitor the facility, 
ensuring adherence to strict federal regulations.  
What happens if there is a breakdown in one or more safety mechanisms?  
InterVac will be a finely tuned facility, with a team of highly trained personnel working in it. Any 
loss of function will be detected immediately by the building’s control system and a relevant 
signal or alarm will be triggered, along with the appropriate response.  
In addition, redundancy has been designed into the mechanical systems of InterVac. A 
breakdown of one piece of equipment will automatically trigger increased function of other 
units, or the start up of backup equipment. For example, a lab’s exhaust air is controlled by 
three air handlers which each run at 66% capacity (?) and if one breaks down, the capacity of 
the other two will be increased to ensure air movement and filtration is not compromised.  
How can the community have confidence that InterVac will be operated safely?  
Containment facilities effectively isolate pathogens by using state-of-the-art equipment and 
stringent protocols. When built according to regulatory requirements, CL3 facilities provide 
safe working conditions and are safe to both the public and the environment. Since InterVac is 
being built to exceed current CL3 regulations, it will be more secure than standard Level 3 
laboratories.  
Access to InterVac laboratories will be highly restricted and controlled, with 24-hour security 
personnel on-site. All incoming and outgoing air flow with pass through a series of HEPA (High 
Efficiency Particulate Air) filters and all 

 

 Natural Sciences & Engineering Research Council of Canada 

 Novartis Animal Health Canada Inc. 

 Novartis Animal Health U.S.,Inc. Ontario Cattlemen’s Association 

 Pan Provincial Vaccine Enterprises Incorporated (PREVENT) 

 Poultry Industry Council 

 Prevtec Microbia Inc. 

 PrioNet Canada 

 Sanofi Pasteur Ltd. 

 Saponin, Inc.  
 Saskatchewan Cattle Marketing Deductions Fund 

 Saskatchewan Chicken Industry Development Fund 

 Saskatchewan Health Research Foundation 

 Saskatchewan Horned Cattle Trust Fund 

 Synbiotics Corporation 

 University of Alberta 

 University of Calgary 

 ViRexx Medical Corp. 
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http://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/
http://www.novartis.ca/
http://www.ah.novartis.com/
http://www.cattle.guelph.on.ca/
http://www.prevent-cecr.ca/
http://www.poultryindustrycouncil.ca/
http://www.prevtecmicrobia.com/
http://www.prionetcanada.ca/
http://www.sanofipasteur.ca/
http://www.saponin.ca/
http://www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/Default.aspx?DN=c0437a8f-065a-4c81-aea3-5b924a33a619
http://www.sciif.org/
http://www.shrf.ca/
http://www.synbiotics.com/
http://www.ualberta.ca/
http://www.ucalgary.ca/
http://www.virexx.com/

